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nobility. They were often members of the oligarchies they
overthrew, and sometimes even executive officials of these
governments, who made the great powers which they possessed
as magistrates a stepping-stone to the crown. According to
one account,1 Oypselus of Corinth was enabled to found his
dynasty by the mode in which he exercised the office of
" polemarch," or chief military commander of the city. It was
by the straining of the powers of a magistracy that Phalaris
rose to be tyrant of Agrigentum,2 while at Miletus a tyranny
arose out of the office of president (wpvTavis) of the state.3
Peisistratus of Athens was of the royal family of Codrus,4 and
Lygdamis, whom he established in Naxos, belonged to the old
nobility.5 In cases where a magistracy had been held the
transition to power was easier: a fragment of the constitution
still remained, and the chief change was that popular now
replaced dynastic support. At times this popular support was
sufficient to maintain the government which it had established.
Thus we are told that Oypselus remained a popular hero, and
during the whole period of his rule at Corinth never required
a body-guard.6 But as a rule the despot could not hold his
position by popular support alone. It was perhaps not so
much a distrust of the loyalty of the masses as of their efficiency
to protect their leaders against the attacks of the hostile clans,
that led to the almost universal employment of bands of
mercenaries, for the support of which the subjects were taxed.7
This unfortunate accompaniment of their rule deepened, if it
did not in some cases create, the idea of its unconstitutional
character. The maintenance of the tyrant's rule was often
typical of its beginning; for the throne that was supported by
force had been in many cases won by violence. A coup fftitat
was the necessary supplement to popular favour in the case of
Peisistratus; in other cases it seems to have been a substitute
for popular support. It was thus that Polycrates gained the
throne in Samos,8 that Aristodemus made himself despot of

1  That of Nicolaus of Damascus, p. 58.         7 ib.   Hi.  14;   v.   10 = p.   1311 a.

2  Arist. Pol. v. 10 = p. 1310 b.              Herodotus (i. 61) speaks of the Argive
8 ib. v. 5 = p. 1305 a.                             mercenaries of Peisistratus.

4  Her. v. 65.                                           8 Yet, if it is true that lie seized the

5  Arist. Pol. v. 6 = p. 1305 b.               acropolis   with   only fifteen   hoplites

6  ib.   v.    12 = p.    1315 b.      The     (Her. iii. 120), he must have relied on
Corinthians whom   he slew,   robbed,      the discontent of the dj^uos, and be-
and banished (Her, v, 92), must have     lieved that it would accept the result
been members of the hostile oligarchy.      of the coup d'etat.